
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 15 February 2018] 

 p285b-285b 
Mr Sean L'Estrange; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

HERDSMAN LAKE WILDLIFE CENTRE — EDUCATION 

44. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Premier: 
As a former education and environment minister, how can the Premier remove $165 000 from the Herdsman Lake 
Wildlife Centre and not think that it is going to have a negative impact on thousands of students, plus keen 
volunteers who access the centre every year to discover, learn about and promote the importance of science, 
environmental sustainability and Aboriginal culture? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Obviously, the decision that we have made there is regrettable and we wish we did not have to make it. From 
memory, the people who attend the centre are not only from schools but also members of the general public who 
might attend for educational purposes and the like. I hope and expect that it will receive and attempt to find other 
sources of sponsorship and funding. Obviously, the core business of education is schools across Western Australia. 
Our priority is schools across our state, and with those other things in which we can save some money across 
government in order to repair the damage done to the state’s finances by the Liberal and National Parties when 
they lost the state forty thousand million dollars, we are working to try to — 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: It was $32 billion. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It was thirty-two thousand million dollars it lost—okay. They keep falling for this one, don’t 
they? Across the forward estimates, it is forty thousand million dollars. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes. Obviously, the deputy Liberal leader, a well-known financial guru, is saying that the 
Liberal and National Parties lost only thirty-two thousand million and not forty thousand million dollars. I thank 
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition for her correction! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, the Premier is on his feet. You are not talking across the chamber to anyone. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We will agree to disagree—all right? I say it is forty thousand million dollars; the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition says they lost thirty-two thousand million dollars. She has her point of view. The 
opposition can put that in its election ads next time that it lost only thirty-two thousand million dollars and we will 
put in ours that they lost forty thousand million dollars and we will have a contest about who lost the most. That 
will be the defining issue of the next election—that $8 billion between the two. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: It’s gone up. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I know it has gone up. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I know. The member for Scarborough is saying it is thirty-two thousand million dollars. 
I accept that thirty-two thousand million is the member for Scarborough’s point of view. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough, I warned you three times. I call you to order for first time. Premier, 
you will get back to the answer, please. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The decision is regrettable and unfortunate. I hope that that particular organisation will find 
some private sector sponsorship to make up the difference. 
 


	HERDSMAN LAKE WILDLIFE CENTRE — EDUCATION

